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CHANGING TRADITIONS

E have seen how, by the ninth century. large parts

of Asla wilnessed the growth and expansion of great

anpires - some nomadic, some based on well-developed
ctiles and trading networks that centred on them. The difference
between the Macedontan, Roman imd Arab empires and the ones
that preceded them (the Egypiian, Assytian, Chinese, Mauryan)
was that they covered greater areas ol termitory, and were
continental or franscontinental in nature. The Mongol empire was
similar.

Different cultural encounters were crucial o what took place.
The armival of emplies was almost always sudden, but they were
alimost always the result of changes that had been taking place over
4 long time in the core of what would become an emplre,

Traditfons 1n world history could change In different ways. In
western Europe durtng the period from the ninth to the seventeenth
centuries, much that we ¢onnect with modern tmes evolved slowly
— the development of scientifle knowledge based on experiment mther
than religlous belief, serlous thought about the organisation of
government, with attention to the creation of clvil serviees,
pariiaments and different codes of law. improvemments in technalogy
that wis used in industry and agriculture. The conseguences of
these changes could be felt with great foree ontside Europe.

As we have seen, by the fifth century o, the Roman Emptre in
the west had disintegrated. In westerm and central Europe. the
remalins of the Roman Emplre were slowly adapted to the
administrative requitements and needs of tribes that had established
kingdoms there. However, urban centres were smaller in western
Europe than further east,

By the ninth ecentury, the commerctal and urban centres - Aix,
London, Rame, Stenna - though small, could not be dismitssed. From
the minth to the eleventh centures, there were tajor developments in
the conntryside in western Europe. The Church and royal government
developed a combination of Roman institutions with the customary
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muies of tribes: The finest example was the empire of Charlemagne
in western and central Europe at the beginning of the ninth century.
Even after ts rapid collapse. urban centres and trading networks
persisted, albett under heavy attack from Hungarans. Vikings-and
others

What happened was called feudalism’. Feudalism was marked
by agricultural production around castles and ‘'manor houses , whene
lords of the manor possessed land that was cultivated by peasants
{seris) who pledged them loyalty, goods and services. These lords in
turn pledged thetr loyalty to greater lords who were ‘vassals' of kings,
The Cathelte Church (centred on the papacy) supported this state
of affairs and fiself possessed land. 1n a world where unceriainties
of life, poor sense of medicine and low life expectancy were common,
the Church showed people how to behave so that life after death at
least would be tolerable. Monasteries were created where God-fearing
people could devote themselves to the service of God 1o the way
Catholte churchmen thought fit. Equally, churches were part of a
network of schotarship that ran - from the Mushim states of Spatn to
Byzantium, and they provided the petty kings of Europe with a sense
of the opulence of the eastern Mediterranean and beyond.

The miluence of commeree and townsin the feudal order came to
evelve and change encouraged by Mediterranean entreprencurs in
Vemce and Genoa (from the twelfth century), Thetr ships carmed on
a growing trade with Mushm states and the remains of the Roman
Empire in the east. Attracted by the lure of wealth tn these areas,
and inspired by the idea of freeing 'holy places’ assoctated with Chnst
from Mushims, European kings reinforced links across the
Medbiterranean durtng the ‘crusades. Trade within Europe tmproved
jcenitred on fatrs and the part cittes of the Baltic Sen and the North
Sea and sttmulated by a:growing popuiation).
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Opportunities for commercial expansion coincided with
chang@ng atttudes concemning the value of ife. Respect for human
betngs and living things that marked much of Istamie art and
Itterature, and the exampie of Greek ant and fdeas that came to
Europe from Byzantine trade encouraged Europeans to lake a
new look at the world And from the fourteenth century (in what
ts called the ‘Renalssance’), espectally In nonth [talfan towns,
the wealthy became less concerned with e after death and more
with the wonders of [ife ttself. Sculptors, painters and writers
became tnterested in humanity and the discovery of the world.

Byﬂmmdufmrﬁﬂrﬂlthnmtm}' s state of alfatrs encouraged
travel and discovery as never before. Voyages of discovery took place.
Spantards and Portuguese, who had traded with northern Africa,

pushed further down the coast of western Africa. finally leading to

Joitrneys around the Cape of Good Hope to Indta — which had a
greal reputation tn Eurape ds a source of splees that were in great
demand. Columbus attempled to find 3 western route to India and

n 1492 reached the islands which the Europeans called the West
lnd!r::. Other explorers tried to lind a northern route to India and
China via the Arctie.

European iravellers encountered a range of different peoples in the
course of thetr joumeys. In pari. they were interesied tn learning from
them, The papacy encouraged the work of the North Afrtcan geographer
and traveller Hasan al-Wazan (later known in Europe as Leo Africanus),
who wrote the first geography of Africs 1n the earty sixteenth century for
Pape Leo X Jesuit churchmen obsenved and wroe on Japan n the
sixteenth century, An Englishman, Will Adams, became a friend and
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counsellor of the Japanese Shogun, Tokugawa leyasu, in the early
seventeenth century. As in the case of Hasan al-Wazzan, peoples
that the Europeans encountered in the Americas often took a great
interest in them and sometimes worked for them. For example an
Aztec woman — fater known as Dona Marina - befriended the
Spanish conguerar of Mexico, Cortes, and interpreted and negotiated
for him.

In thetr encounters. Europeans were sometimes cautious, self-
effacing and observant, even as they frequently attempted to establish
trade monopolies and enforce thetr anthority by force of arms as
the Portugnese attempted to do In the Indian Ocean after Vasco da
Gama's arrival in Calicut (present-day Kozhikode) tn 1498, In other
cases. they were overbearing, adgressive and crued and adopted an
attitudde of superiority to those they met, constdering such people
tenorant, The Catholte Chareh encouraged both attitudes, The
Church was the centre for the study of other cultures and lanouages,
bt encouraged attacks on people 1t saw as ‘un-Christtan’,

From the potnt of view of non-Europeans. the encounter with
Europe vaned. For much of the Islamic fands and Indta and China,
though, Europeans rematned a curtosity unti! the end of the
seventeenth century. They were percelved as hardy traders and
seamen who had lttle to contribute to their sense of the larger world,
TheJapanese learnt seme of the advantages of European technology
quickly - for instance, they had bepun larpe-scale production of
miuskets by the liate sixteenth century. In the Americas, enemies of
the Azteq empire sometimes used Enropeans to challenge the power
of the Aztees, At the same ttime the diseases the Europeans brought
devastated the populations, leading to the death of over 90 per cent
of the people in some areas by the end of the sixteenth century.
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TIMELINE 111
(c. 1300 10 1700)

The period under consideration witnessed several major
developments in Evrope, including changes in agriculture and the
lives of peasants. It was also marked by a range of cultural
developments, This timeline draws attention to contacts between
continents. stimulated in many instances by the growth of trade.
The impact of these contacts was varied —while ideas. inventions
amd goods were shared across continents, there was also constant
warfare between kingdoms to control land, resourees and aceess
to trade routes. As a result, men and women were often displaced
and enslaved. if not exterminited. In many ways. the lives of
people were transformed beyond recognition.
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THE THREE ORDERS

IN this chapter. we shall learn aboul the soCio-cronamic
and political changes which eceurred in western Europe
between the ninth and sideenth ceniurics, After the fall of
the Roman Empire, many groups of Germanic peogile -from
eastern and central Europe opcupted regions of laly. Spain
arud Frimce.

in the absence of any unifiing political force. milllary
conflict was frequent, and the need o gather resources 1o
‘profect cne's lared hctanmmy imporiant. Soacial orgarnisation
wnis therefore cenitred on the control of land. fis features were
derived from both imperial Raman tradifions and German
customs. Christianiey, the affictal religion of the Roman
Fﬂ:pﬁ'l!fmthjmﬁhnﬂlﬂny surpivtel the eallapree of Rame,
and gradunlly spread to central and northern Evrope. The
Church also becams a mitjor (ondhoider and: potitical pouwer
in-Ewrope.

The ‘three urdérs’, the focus of this chapter. are three
soctal categories; Christian griesds, landowning riobles and
peasants. The changing relationships betiween these three
GEolps iras arl #npnrmﬁrfwmﬂmmigﬁiwmnﬂmmy
Jor several centuries.

Over the fnst A00 years, Burapesn hstormns have done
thnidbiel work on by higtories of reglins, even of Gdlvidual
villages. This was possible boranse, from the medien) period.
there & lot of material i the lorm of documenis, details of
lanedowensembiip. prices nnd leginl cases: for cxnmple. cluechien
o, records of births, mominges and denths, which o oosk:
It possiblie 1o ymderstomd the stmovtime of fomilles ond  of
Tmpululhm The bmeriptisns (o churecles give Infirmusion
vhoul fracders” guaocinlions, ol songes ool sbories give o s
of frslivals gind commmnity sctivities.

All tbesr cun be usad by historiens to ooderstand
reonomic ardd noctal life, and changes over o long period
(ke fmerease o prpulation) or over o bt perhrd (ke
prsi=nnl irvali=s).

Of the many scholors b Franee whao have worked on
fewdnllvm, dne of the enrliesl was Bloch., Mare Blodh
{1686 1944) wns ane of a group of scholnrs who srgued i
history comaiated of moch mome than just poltibend history,
mdernationd relations and the lves of gosd peopln. He
emplianisd the nperiance of geogrmaphy in shaplag oman
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himtory, and the peed to undersiand the collective behaviour
e adtitdes of groups ol people.

Bloch's Feudal Society i abowl Enropean., partieutharly
Fremeh, soclaty between 800 and 1300, describing in
remarkable detndl wocial refallons and erirchies, land
managEement aidl e popridor culivee of the persod,

His careor waa cnt short tmgicnihywhen he wns shot by the

Nazts t#t the Secand Workl War. =
er 1efens o th
An Introduction to Feudalism .ﬁ@-ﬁ-m-’;,“’l S8

The term ‘feudalism’ has been used by historians o describe the  Hies beoveen
economic, legal polttical and soctal relationships that extsted tn Europe m:; gt '
in the medieval era. Dertved from the German word ‘feud’. which s 2 O
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means a plece of land’, it refers to the kind of society that developed
in medieval France, and later tn England and in southern Italy.

In an economic sense, fendalism refers to a kind of agrioulral
production which is based on the refationship between lords and
peasants. The latter culttvaied thelr own land as well as that of the
lord. The peasants performed labour services for the lords. who in
exchange provided military protection. Thoy also had extensive
Judictal control over peasants. Thus, feudalism went beyond the
economic to cover the soclal and palitical aspects of e as well

Although its roolts have been traced to practices that existed in
the Homan Empire and during the age of the French king
Charlemagne (742-814). feudallsm as an established way of iife
in large parts of Europe may be satd to have emerged later, in the
eleventh century.

France and England

Gaul, a provinee of the Roman Emplre, had two extensive coastiines,
mountain snges, long rivers, forestsand larde (racts of platns suited
lo agricuiiure

The Franks, a Germanic tribe, gave thetr name (o Gaul, making tt
France'. From the sixth éentury, this region was a kingdom riled
by Frankish/French kings, who were Clirtstian. The French hiad
very strong links'with the Church, which were further strenutthened
when tn 800 the Pope gave Kind Chademungne the title of "Haly Roman
Emperor’, to ensure Tils support®.

Acrrossanarmow channel lay the sland of Englind-Scottand, which
in the eleventh century was eonguered by a duke from the French
provines of Normandy.

451 ﬁq becoms: king of the Frapks

s ﬁﬁ?‘ﬂ and the Franks bzgin the canqueit af northern Gaul
| Clovi: and the Franks convertto Chrirtionity

715 Chofes Martel become: mayar bf the polace

1-?;1 Marfzl's son Peplin deposes the Frankich ruler, become: king

and srtmblishes o dvrioy Wars of conguiist double the yze
cf his kingdom
e Pepin sucoreded by hls 100 Chariemagne/ Chatles th

00 Pope Lo i1l crowns Chordemasn
840 s Raids by Viking: from Nooway
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The Three Orders

French priests believed in the concepl that people were members of
ane of the three ‘orders’, depending on thetr work. A bishop stated,
Hirre below, some pray. others fight. still others work. .. Thus, the three
artders of soctety were broadly the clergy, the nobility and the peasantry,

in tha twelfth century, Abbess Hildegard of Bingen wiotz: 'Who
would think ofherding his 2ntir= cattle In one stable— cows, donkeys,
sheep, goats, without differenics? Therefore It It necessany to establish
diffeenics among humaon beings, 5o that they do not destroy each
‘otker ... God makes distinctions among his flock. mhnmn ason
2arth. All are-loved by him, yetthers 3 no equaiity among them

The Second Order: The Nobility
Priests placed themselves L the [irst order, and nobles in the second.

The nobility had, in reality. a contrdl role in soctal processes, Thils s

because they controlled land. This control was the outcame of a
pravilie called vassalage',

The kings of France were Unked to the pesple by ‘vassalage’, siikar
to the practice among the Germanic: peoples: of whom the Franks
were one. The big landowners —the nobles - were vassals of the lang,
and peasanis were vassais of the landowners. A nobleman accepted
the king as his seigneur (senlor] and they made a mutual promise:
the seigneury/tord (lord’ was derved from a word meaning one who
provided bread] would proteet the vassal. who
would be loyval to . This relatienship imvolved
claborate ritnals and exehange of vows taken
ori thie Bible in a chiurch. At this ceremony. thie
vassal received a written charter or a staffl or
cven a clod of carth as a symhbaol ol the land
that was being given to lim by his master,

The noble enjoyed a privileged stalus.
He had absolute control over hils properiy. in
perpetuity. He could ratse troops called feadal
levies' . The lord hield his own courts of Justlce
and could even coin lits own money.

He was the lord of all the people settled on
his fand. He owned vast lracts of land which
contained his own dwellings. his private ficlds
and pastures and the homes arud ficlds of his
lenant-peasanis. His house was called a
manor. His private lands were culttvated by
peasants, who weiealso expected toact as foat-
soldiers in battle wiien required. In addition
to working on thelr own farms.
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The Manorial Estate

A lord had his own manor-hise. He also controlled villages — same
lords comtrolled hundreds of villagess — where péasants hved. A small
manoral estate could contain a doeen familles, while larger estales
mieht include ity or sixty. Almost everything nesded for datly Itfe was
found on the estale: grain was grown in the fleids, blacksmiths and
carpenters matntaimed the lord's implements amd repatred his weapons,
while stenenuisons looked halter his builldings, Women spun and wove
fabinc, and children worked in the lord's wine-jpresses. The estate Lad
extenstve woodiands and forests where the londs hunted. Thesy contatned
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pastures where his cattle and his horses grazed. There wasa church
on the estate and a castle for defence.

From the thirteenth century. some castles were made bigger for
use as a residence tor a knight's family. In fact. in England castles
were practically unknown before the Norman Conguest, and
developed as centres of potttical administration and military power
under the feudal systen.

The manor conld not be completely self-sufficient becanse salt,
milistones and metatware had to be obtained from outstde sources,
Those lords who wanted a luxurions Hestyie and were keen to buy
rich furnishingds, musical mstmments and ormaments not locally
produced, had to get these from other places.

The Knights

From the ninth century. there were frequent localised wars in Europe.,
The amaleur peasant-soldiers were nol sulficlent, and good cavalry
was needed. This led to the growing tmportanee of 3@ new section of
pedple — the kntghts, They were linked to the Jorsds, Just as the latter
were nked to the king. The lord gave the kaight a plece of land (cilled
‘fief) and promised to protect 1t The fief coitld be inhestted. [t extended
to mything betwesn 1,000 and 2,000 aeres ar more. including ahonse
for the knight and his family, a church and other establishments to
house his dependants, IJEIﬂtS‘%WﬂiE‘imﬂmldaWhm—plﬁﬁ As
the feudal manor. the kand of the e was cultivated by peasants. In
exchange, the kntght patd his lnrda!?gulzlrﬁnrﬂnﬂ promised to fght
for him i war, To keep up thetr skilts, knighits spent time each day
fencing and practising tactics with dummtes. A knight might serve
maore than one lord, but Ins foremost lovalty was to his own lord.

In Franee, from the twelfth centuiry, minstrels travelled from manor
(o manar, stnging songs which told stories - partly historical. partly
invented — aboul brave kings and knights. In an age when nol oo
many people could read and manuscripts were few, these travelling
hards were very popular Miny manors had a patrow baleony above
the large hall where the peaple of the manar gathered for mesls,
This wis the minstrels” gallery, from where singers enteriained nobles
wiitle they feasted.

The First Order: The Clergy

The Cathalic Church had its own laws, owned lands @ven to 1t by
mlers, and conld levy taxes, It was thus a very powerful tastitntion
which did ot depend on the king. At the head of the western Church
was the Pope. He lived in Rome. The Christtans 1n Europe were
gutded by bishops and clenies - who constituted the first “order’.
Maost villages had thetr own church, where people assembled every
Sunday to Hsten to the sermon by the priest and to pray together.
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Everyone could not become a priest. Serfs were banned. as were
the physically challenged. Women could not become priests. Men
who became priests could not marry. Bishops were the religions
nobility. Like lords who owned vast landed estates. the bishops
also had the use of vast estates, and lived in grand palaces. The
Church was entttled to a tenth share of whatever the peasants
produced from their fand over the course of the yvear, called a
‘tithe’. Money aiso came in the form of endowments made by the
rich for thetr own welfare-and the weliare of their deceased relatives
in the afteriiie,

Same of the important ceremonles conducted by the Church copled
formal customs of the feudal elite. The act of kneeltng while praying.
with hands clasped and head bowed, was an exact replica of the
way in which a knight conducted himself while taking vows of loyalty
to his lord. Stmilarly. the use of the term ‘lord’ for God was another
example of fendal culture that found tts way into the practices of the
Church. Thus, the religions and the lay worids of fendaltsm shared
many customs and symbels,

Monks

Apart from the Church. devout Christtans had another Kind of
argantsation. Some deeply religlous peaple chivse to live 1solated lives,
in contrast to cleries who Iived amongst péaple in towns and villages,
They lved 1n religlous communities ealled abibeys or monastenss,

aften In places very far from human hatitation. Two of the mare
well-known monastesies were those established by St Benedict in
Haty 11 529 and of Cluny in Burgundy tn 910,

Motiks took vows (o remain in the abbey for the rest of their
Itves and to spend thetr time tn prayer, study nd manual labour,
Itke fvrming. Unlike priesthond. this life was open to both men and
waomen — men became monks and women mins, Except in a few
cases, all abbeys were single-sex communities, that s, there were
separate abbieys for men and women, Like priests, monks and nuns
did not marry,

From snall communitles of 10 ar 20 men /women, monasteries
grew to communites often of several hundred, with large bulldings
and landed estates, with attached schools or colleges and hospitals.
They contributed th the development of the arts. Abbess Hildegard
[see p. 136} was a gifted mustelan, and did much to develop the
practice of community singing of prayers in church. From the
thirtesnth century, some groups of monks — called friars — chose not
to be based tn a monastery but to move from place to place, preaching
to the people and living on charity.
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By the fourteenth century, there was a growing uncertainty about
the value and purpose of monastictsm. In England, Langland's poem.
Pers Plouman (. 1360-70), contrasted the case and luxury of the
itves of some monks with the ‘pure fatth’ of ‘simple ploughmen and
shepherds and poor common fabourers.” Also tn England, Chancer
wrote the Canterbury Tales (see box below) which had comic portratis
of a nun, a monk and a frar.

The Church and Society

Though Europeans became Chitstan, they still held on to some of
thetr old beliels in magic and folk traditfons. Christmas and Easter
became tmpartam dates from the fourth century. Christ’s birth,
celebrated on 25 December, replaced an old pre-Roman festival, the
date of which was calculated by the solar calendar. Easter marked
the cructfixion of Christ and his rising from the dead. But tls date
was not 4 fixed one, becanse i replaced an older festival to celebrate
the coming of spring after a long winter. dated by the lunar cilendar.
Tradittonally, an that day. peaple of each village used o make a tour
of thetr village lands, With the coming of Chrstianity, they continued
to da this, but they called the village the ‘parish’ (the bdres under the
supetviston of one priest). Overworked peasants welcaomed haly
davs’ /haltdays hecause they were not expected to work then, These
dav-e. were meant for prayer. but people tsually spent a good part of
them having fun. and feasting.

Pllgrimiage was an tmporant part of a Christlan’s e, and many
people went on long journevs to shrines of martvrs or to big churches.

“When mapu:u the' IHH.'E‘; sHowers fall
And piesce the.drought of March to the Toot
And the mmall birds are making melody
That sleap away the night with open syve.._
(50 Nature piicks them and their heart engages),
Then peayle long 1o go on pilgrimages,
And palmers” long to seek the forsign thrines
Of far-off saints, revered invarious lands,
| And especially from every shize
Or England, to Canterbury they make their journsy.”

—Groffey {:lsm;: mu-:unu;. a2 Conterbury Tulrz This Wt WG it
Sfidele English, ond tie verss Is o munleaon in moderh EnigHul
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The Third Order: Peasants, Free and Unfree

L&t us now turn to the vast majority of peaple, namely, those who
sustatied the first two orders, Culttvators were of two kinds: free
peasants and serfs (from the verb ‘o semve’),

Free peasants held their farms as
tenants of the lord. The men had to render
milttary gervice (at least forty days every
vear). Peasant familles had to set aside
certain days of the week, usuaily three bt
often more, when they would go to the
lord’s estate and work there, The output
from such labour, called labtur-rent.
would go directly to the lordl In addition.
they conld be reguitred to do other unpaid
iabour services, llke digging dilches,
gathering frewood, hutlding fences and
repalding roads and bulldings, Besides
helping tn the flields. women and chiticren
had to do other tasks, They spun thread,
wove cloth. made candles and. pressed
grapes to prepare wine for the lond's puse.
There was one direct tax called "taille’that
kings somellimes imposed on peasants
{the clergy and nobiles were exempled from
paying this).

oSetfs culitvated plots of land, but these
belonged to the lord. Much of the produce
from this Jmad to be given to the lord. They
also had to work on the land which
belonged exclhusively to the lord, They
recetved no wages and could not leave the estate without the lord’s
permission. The lord clamed & number of monppolles at the expenss:
of his serfs. Serfs could use only thetr lord’s mill to grind thetr fiour,
his oven to bake thetr bread, and his wine-presses to distil wine and
beer, The lord conld decide whom a serf should marmy, or might give
his blesstng to the serf’s chiolce, but on payvment of a fee.

England

Feudaltsm developed 1n England from the eleventh century.

The Angles and Saxons, from central Europe, had settled tn
England in the sixth century. The country's name,. England, 1s a
variant of ‘Angle-land’. In the eleventh century, William, the Duke of
Normandy®, crssed the English Chanmel with an army and defeated
the Saxon king of England. From this time, France and England
were often at war because of disputes over termitory and trade.
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Witliam | had the land mapped, and distributed
it in sections to 180 Norman nobles who had
migrated with him. The lords became the chiel
tenants of the King, and were expected to give hitm
military help. They were obliged to supply a certain
mumber of knights to the king. They soon began
to gift some of their own lands to knights who
woutld serve them just as they in turn served the
king. They could not, however, use thetr knights
for private warfare, which was forbidden in
England. Anglo-Saxon peasants became tenants
of vartous levels of landholders.

Factors Affecting Social and Economic Relations

Whille members of the first fwo orders saw the social system as stable
and unchanging. there were several processes which were
transforming the system. Some of these, sueh as changes in the
environument, were graduil and almost imperceptible, Otheds were
more dramatie. like the changes tn agricultural technology and land
use. These in turm were shaped by and had an effect on the soctal
and ecanomie tes between londs and vassals, Let us examine these
processes one by one.

The Environment

From the fifth to the tenth centures, most of Europe was covererd
with vast forests: Thus the land avatiable for agriculture was tmited.
Alsp, prasants dissatisfled with their conditions could fiee from
appression and take refuge in the forest. Europe was undergoing an
intensely cold climatic spell in this perjod. This led to severe and
projonged winters, a shortened growing season lor crops. and reduced
vields from agriculiure.

From the eleventh century, Europe entered a warm phase. Average
temperatures increased. which had a profound effect on agriculture.
Peasanis now had a longer growing season and the soll, now less
subjected to frost, could be more eastly ploughed. Environmental
histortans have noted that there was a significant receding of the
forest line | many parts of Edrope. This made expansion of the
area under culttvation possible,

Land Use

initially, agrculturml technelogy was very pomdtive. The anly mechanical
ald avallable to the peasant was the wooden plough., drawn by a
team of oxen. This plonwh cotld at best scrateh the surfce of the earth
and was unable to fully draw out the natural productivity of the
soll. Agriculture was therefore very labour inlensive. Fields had {o be

FIIAIE



Thik Tinoee e 7

dug by hand, often once (o four years, and enormons manual labour
was required.

Also, an tnetfective method of crop rotatton was in use, The fand
was divided 1 half, one field was planted m autumn with winter
wheat, while the other Beld was left fallow. Rye was plunted on this
plece of @llow land the next yvear while the other hall was put (o
fallow. With: this system, the soll slowly deteriorited. and famines
were not uncommon. Chronle malnutritton alternated with
devasiating famines and lfe was difftienlt for the poor.

Desplle these hardships, the lords were amxious Lo maxinilse thelr
ncomes. Sinee I was not posstble to nerease ontput fom the land,
the peasants were loroed (o Gring under culttvation all the land n the
manorial estate, and sperid more tme dolng this than they were legally
bound to do. The peasants did nol bow guietly to oppression. Sinoe
they conld not protest openly, they resorted to passive resistance. They
spent more tme cultvating thetr own flelds, and Kept much of the
product of that labour for themselves. They also avolded performing
unpatd extra services, They came into conflict with the lords over pasture
and forest lands, and saw these laieds as resources to be used by the
whiole community. whitle the lorts treated these as thetr private property,

New Agricultural Technology

By the cleventh century. there is evidence of several teolmological
changes,

Instead of the basic wooden ploughs, cultivators began asing heavy
frof-Upped ploughs and mould-boards. These ploughs could dig
much deeper and the mould-boards tarmed the topsoll properiy.
Withi this the npuldents from the soll were betler utilised.

The methods of harmmessing antmals to the ploagh tmproved.
Instead ol the neck-harness, the shoulder-harniess came into nse,
This enabled antmedls to exert greater power. Horses were now better
shod, with tror horseshoes, which prevented oot decay. There was
ncreased use of wind and water energy lor agriculture. More water-
powered and wind-powered molis were set up all over Europe for
purposes ke milling corn and pressing grapes,

There were also chianges tn land use, The most revolutionary one
was the switch from a two-fleld to a three-field system. In this, peasants
enuld use o fleld two years out of thiee I they planted 1t with one crop
in autivmn and a different crop tn spring a year and a half later. That
meant that farmers could break thetr holdings into three fields. They
could plant one with wheat or rye in autumn for hiiman consumption.
The secomd could be used o spring (o ralse peas, beans and lentils
{or himan use, and oais and barey for the horses. The third fleld lay
fallow. Each year they rotated the nse among the thiee fidids

With thess improvements, there was an almdst imimediate Increass
iy the amount of food produced from each unit of land. Food avallability
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doubled. The greater use of piants like peas and beans meant more
vegeiable proteins in the diet of the average European and a better
saurce of fodder for their antmals. For cultivators, it meant better
apportunities. They could now produce more food from less fand.
The average size of a peasant’s farm: shrank from about 100 acres to
24 to 30 acres by the thirteenth century. Holdtngs which were smaller
could be more efficiently cultivated and reduced the amount of laboar
needed. This gave the peasants tme for other activities,

Some of these technological chandges cost a ot of money.
Peasanis did not have enoudgh money to set up watermills and
windmills. Therefore the initiative was taken by the lords. But
peasants were able (o take the intiiative in many things, such as
extending arable land. They also switched to the three-field rotation
of crops. and set up small forges and smithies in the villages, where
iron-tipped ploughs and horseshoes were made and repatred cheaply.

From the eleventh century, the personal bonds that had been the
basts of fendalism were weakening, because economic transactions
were becoming more and more money based. Lords found o
conventent to ask for rent tncash, not services, and cultivators were
selling thelr crops for money (fnstead of exchanging them for other
goods] to traders. who would then take such goods to be seld n the
towns. The increasing use of money began to iInfluence prices, which
became higher In times of poor harvests. [n England. for instance,
agriciltural prices doubled between the 1270s and the 1320s.

A Fourth Order? New Towns and Townspeople

Expansion in agrculiure was accompanted by growth in three eiated
areas: population, trade and towns, From roughly 42 mitlion m 1000,
Europe’s population stood at 62 milllon around 1200 and 73 milllon in
1300). Better (Hod meant a longer Wespan. By the thineenth century,
an average European could expect to live 10 years longer than in the
elghith century. Women and giris huad shorter Hespans compared Lo
men becausy the atter ate better food.

The towns of the Roman Empire had become deserted and rutned
afterits [all. Bul from the eleventh eemtury, as agriculture mcreased
and hecame able to sustain lugher levels of population, towns began
to grow agaln. Peasants who had surplus graln to seil needed a
plate where they could set up a selling centre and where they could
buy tools and cloth, This led (o the growth of perlodie fatrs and
small marketing centres which gradually developed town-like
features - a town square, a churech, mads where merchants butlt
shaps and homes, an office where those who governed the town
could meet. In other places, lowns grew around large castles,
bishiops’ estales, or large churches,

In towns, Instead of segvices, people pald a tax to the lords who
owiied the End on which the town stood. Towns affered the prospect
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of pald work and freedom from the lord's control, for young people
from peasant families.

Town atr makes (ree’ was a popular saying. Many serfs craving to
be free man away and hid 1o towns, It a3 serf could stay for one year
and ane day without his lord discovering him, he wonld become a
free man, Many people in towns were free péasants or escaped serfs
who provided unskilled labour. Shopkeepers and merchants were
numerous, Later there was need for individuals with spectalised skills,
ltke bankers and lawyers. The bigger towns had populations of about
20,000, They could be satd to have formed a ‘fourth’ order,

The basis of economic organtsalion was the gulld. Each craft ar
indiistTy wias orgamntsed into 4 gulld. an association which controlied
the quality of the product, its price and (s sale. The ‘ouild-hall” was
a feature of every town: 1hwas a bullding for ceremaonial functions,
and where the heads of all the gutlds met formally. Guards patrolied
the town walls and musiclans were called o play at feasts and In
civic processions, and Innkeepers looked after travellers.

By the eleventh century, new trade routes with West Asia were
developing [see Theme 5). Scandinavian merchants were salling south
from the North Sea to exchange furs and hunting-hawks for cloth;
English traders came to sell {in. In France, by the twellth century,
commeron and erafts hegan lo grow, Earller, eraftsmen used to travel
from manar to manar; now they found i easier to settle in one place
where goods could be produced and traded for food. As the number
of towns grew and wade continued to expand, town merchants
became rich and powerful, and rivalled the power of the nobility,

FIIAIE



Saitsbury Cathedral
Ergtand.

TOHY  Thiewies e Wosln Hesmosay

Cathedral-towns

One of the ways that rich merchants spent thelr money was by
making donations to churches, From the twelith century, large
chinches — ealled cathedrals — wene being built in France, These
belonged to monastenes, but different groups of people contributed
to thelr construction with their own labour. malertals or money.
Cathedrals were bulll of stone, and took many vears o compleie. As
they ware being bulll, the &rea around the cathedmls became more
popilaled, amnd when they were completed they bhecame centies of
pligrimade, Thus, small towns developel around them,

Cathedrals were desloned so that the priest's valoe could be heard
clearly within the liall where large mimbers of people gathéred, and
so that the singing by monks could sound beautiful and the chiming

' bwells calling peoplic to praver could be

heant over a greal distance. Stained glass

' was used for windows, During the day

the sunlight would mike them rmdiant

) tor peaple mside the cathedrml, and afier

' sunset the lghit of candles would make

k. thiem visible to people outside. The

! stalned glass windows narrated the

stories o the Bible through pletures,
which tlierate people could ‘read’.
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"Beconuse of the inadequacy which we often felt on fenst days; forthe:
narrowness of the place forced the women 1o run towards the altar
-upon the heads of the menwith much anguish and noisy confuzion,
[we decided] o enlarge and amplify the noble church.

We alto caused to be painted, by the exguitite hands of many
muasters from different regions, a iplendidvariety of new windows ..
Bacause thess windows are very valuable an account of their

wonderful execution and the profute expenditure of painted glass

and sapphire glass. we appointed an official master craftsman for
their protection, and also a goldimith._who would receive their
allowances;, namely, coins from the altar and flour from the
common storehouse of the brethren, andwhowould neverneglece
their duty, o look after these jworks of art]

—Abbot Suger (1063 L1311 ghour e Abbey of 5t Denn. near Pk
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The Crisis of the Fourteenth Century

By the early fourteenth century. Europe’s cconomic expansion slowed
down. This was due to three factors

In northern Europe, by the end of the thirteenth century the warm
summers of the previous 300 years had given way to bitteriy cold
snmers, Seasons for growing crops were Teduced by a month and 1t
became difficult to prow crops on higher gronmd. Storms and oceantc
flooding destroved many farmsteads, which resuthed in less income tn
taxes for povernments, The opportuntttes offered by avoumble climatic
candittons before the thirteenth century had led to large-scale
meciamation of the fand of forests and pastures for agneolture. But
tntensive ploughing had exhausted the soll despite the practice of the
three-ficld rotatiom of crops, becanse clearance was oot accompanted
by proper soil conservation. The shortage of pasturade reduced the
number of cattle. Population growth was outsiripping resources, and
the tmmedtate result was famine. Severe famines hit Europe hetween
1315 and 1217, ollowed tn the 1320s by massive catile deaths.

In additton, toele was hit by a severe shortage of metal money
because of a shortfall in the output of silver mings In Austria and
Serhili. This forced governmients o reduce the stlver comtent of the
curmency, and to mdx it with cheaper metals.

The worst was vet to come. As trade expanded i the thinteenth and
fourteenith centures, ships carmying goods from distant countries had
started armiving in European ports. Along with the ships came mits —
cartving the deadly bubonle plague infection (the Black Beath’),
Western Enrope., relatively solated In earller centurnies, was hit by the
epidemic between 1347 and 1850, The modern esttmate of mortality
in that epldemtc ts that 20 per cent of the people of the whote of Europe
diedl. with some places losing as much as 40 percent of the population.
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‘How many valiant men, havw many fair ladies, (had) brzakfnstwith
their kinfolk and the same night supped with their ancestors in the
nextworld! The condition of the peaple was pitiable 12 behold They
sickened by the thousands daily, and died unanended and without
help Mary disd in the open street, others dying in their house:, made
1tknown by the stench of theirzotiing bodies, Consecrated churchyards
did-not suffice for the burial of the vast multitnde of bodies, which
were heaped by the hundreds i vast wenches, Uks goods I a ships
hold and coversdwith g linls earth”

— Giovanni Soceacedo (1313.73), alion author

As trade centres, cities were the hardest hit. In enclosed
communitles ke monastertes and convents, when ope fndtviduat
contracted the plague, it was not long before everyone did. And in
almost every case, none survived. The plague took s worst toll among
Infants, the young and the eiderly. There were other relatively mmor
eplsodes of plague tn the 1360s and 1370s. The population of Europe,
73 millton tn 1300, stood reduced to 45 million 1o 1400,

This eatastrophe, comiined with the tconomic erists, cansed
mmmiense soctil dislocation. Depopubiition resulted in amajor shoringe
of labour. Sertous imbalances were created between agricnlture and
manufacture, becanse there were not enough people D engige In
both equally. Prices of agricultural goods dropped as there were fewer
peuple 1o buy. Wage mtes increased because the demand for labour,
pariicularly agriculiural labour, rose in England by as much as 250
per cent in the aftermath of the Black Death. The suraving Libour
force could now demand twice thetr earlier wages,

Social Unrest

The tncome of lords was thus badly it [t deglined as agricutbural
prices came down and wages ol labourers Increased. [ndesperation.
they il to give ap the money-conitracts they had entered nto
and revive labour-services, This was violenitly appessd by peasants,
particulariy the better-cducated and more prosperous ones. [n 1323,
peasants revolled in Flanders, tn 1358 In France, and in 1381
I England.

_ Mhough these rebelllions were ruthlessly criushed, 1t s sipnlllcant
that they occarred with the most violent intenisity Ih these sreas which
had expreriencnd the prosperity of the economile expansion - a sign that
pensants were attempiing (o protect the gains they hed made in previous
ceaturies. Desplie the severe repression. Lhie sheer intenstity of peasant
oppoesttion ensured that the old feudal relations could not be retniposed.
The money economy was oo for advaneed to be reversed. Therefore,
though the lords succeeded 1n crashing the revolts, the peasants
ensured that the fendal pristleges of cariler days could nol be refrivented.
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Eleventh to Fourteenth Cenfuries

1066 Norman: defeat Angle-Zoéons and conguer Sngland
1100 covntr, Catkedrals being built i France

1315-17 Great famine In Europe

123750 Black Death

1338-1461  Hundred Year War benwesnEngiond and France
1381 Peozants’ revolts

Political Changes

Developmentis in the polifical sphere paralleled social processes.,
I the Hiteenth and sixteenth centuries. European kings
strengthened thetr military and financial power. The powerful new
states they created were as slgntficant for Europe as the economic
changes that were ocourring. Histortans have therefore called these
kings ‘the new monarchs”. Louls Xl in France, Maximilian in
Aunsiria: Henry VII in England and Isabelle and Ferdinand i Spain
were pbsolutist rulers. who
started the process of organising
standing armies. & permanent
bureancracy and national taxation
and, in Spain and Portugal, began
io play a role in Europe’s expansicn
OVEFSCas,

The most important reason for the
triumph of these monarchies was the
soctal changes which had taken place
in the tweldth and thirteenth
centuries. The dissolution of the
feudn! system of lordship and
vassalage, and the slow rate of
economic growth bad given the first
opportunity io kings to increase thelr
contna] over their powerful and not-
so-powerful  subjects. Rulers
dispensed with the system of {fendal
levies for thedr armites and imtmdaced
professionally tratned infantry
equipped with guns and stege
aritllery [(see Theroe 3) dinectly under
thetr control. The reststance of the
artstocracies crumbled o the face
of the firepower of the kings.
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1361-135% New monarchiin Frants
1556 New 'mondrchs in Spain
4851547 New monarchs in England

By Inereasing laxes, monarchs got enough revenes to support
larper armies and this defended and expanded thelr frontiers and
overcame internal resisiance to roval mithority. Centralisation.
however, did hot occiir withoil resistance from the aristocracy, A
common thread runmng through all types of oppasttion to the
moniarchles was the question of taxatlon. In England, rebellions
oceurred and were pul down In 1497, 1636, 1547, 1540 any 1663.
In France, Louts XI (1461-83) had to wage a long strugdle against
ditkes and princes. Lesser nobles, ollen members of local Assemblles.
resisted this roval usurpation of thetr powers. The rellglons’ wars In
France i the sixteenth century were In part a contest between royal
priviledes and reglondl Hbertes

The nobility managed a tactical shift fn order Lo ensure their
survival. From' being opponents to the new regimes. they gquickly
transformed themselves nto loyalists, [t 1s
for thus reason thal roval absolutisin has
besn called a modified lorm of fendallsm.
Precisely the same class of people who ad
been Tulers i the feudal system - the lords
- continued to dominate the political scene.
They were gven permanent posittons n the
administrative service. But the tew reglmes
were different in some Important ways.

The king was nio longer at the apex of a
pyvramid where lovalty had been a matter of
personal dependence and trust. Hewas now
il the centre of an elaborate courtler society
and a network of patron—client relationships. All monarchies, weak
or poweriul, needed the cosperation of those who could command
authorty. Patronage became the means of ensunng such cooperation.
And patronage could be given or obtained by means ol money.
Therefore money became an important way i winch non-anstocratic
clements ke merchants and bankers could galn access (o thie court
Thev lent moniey to the kings. who used 1L to pay thewages of soldlers.
Rulers thus made space for non-feudal elements in the state system.

The later history of Franiee and England was 1o be shaped by these
clianges n the power stroctures. In the retgn of (e child-king Lows
X o France. ' 1614, a meeting was held of the French consultative
assembly, known as the Estiates-General (with three houses to represent
the three esintes/orders — clergy, nobllity. and the rest). After tus, 1t
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was not summaoned agaln for nearly two centuries, tifl 1788, because
the kings did not want to share power with the three orders.

What happened in England was very different. Even before the
Norman Conquest, the Anglo-Saxons had a Great Council, which
the king had to consult before imposing any tax: This developed
into what was called the Parliament, which consisted of the House
of Lords. the members of which were the lords and the clergy, and
the House of Commaons. represeniing towns and rural areas. King
Charies [ ruted for 11 years [1628-40) without calling Parliament.
When he was forced to eall it. because he needed money. a section
of Parliament decided to go to war against him, and later executed
him and established a republic. This did not last long. and
monarchy was restored. but on the conditton that Parltament would
be called regulariy.

Today. France has a republican form of govermment and England
has a monarchy, This Is because of the diferent directions that the
histories of the two countries tock after the seventeenth century.

Exercises
ANSWER IN BRIEE

L. Describe two featuses ofearly feudal sodaty in Fronce.

2. How did long-term changgs in population levels affect
economy and socisty in Europe!

3. Why did knights becoms a distinet group, and when did they
deciine?

4 Whatwas the function of medieval monasteries)

e

ANSWER TN A SHORT ESSAY:

5. Immagine and desczibe a day o the life of 6 cafsman I a
6. Compare the condifions of life for a French sexf ond a Roman
slave,
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